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Marrying in France.

That young girls anl vonng 1wen in
Fruneo are sedulonsly kept: apart, that
wooing und  wine ArE UNeCPSSRry
preliminaries to a French mnrriage, are
facts that have heen much eommented
upon: bt how they marry in France
and the vti to of that very formal amd
business-fike mondal, and the pre-
liminarivs eonsidered necessary thereto,
are, we belleve, but Tittle understood on
our side of the water,

The first thing 1o be done is to go
through that time-honored  formality
ealled popping the guestion.  But a
French aspitant for matrimonial honors
is vot allowed to make lis proposals i
wson 1o the young lady.  That would
W o sl breach of jes comrenances nnl
wonld probably horrify the jeune per-

1‘ society that it is only resorted 1o in very

ovireme cases. I you are an officer in
the srmy, you must met the perniis
sion of the Minister of War @ your
nuptinls, and he will not grant it unless
the bride possesses either o dowry of
S0,000 francs, or a setthsd incom
L200 franc< a year. Al these con
obtainmd, next comes the won of
the bans, which takes place not enly in
the clarch, but alse at the 1
The signing of the iract i 1 It
formafity to be fulfilled  Usually, in
Paris, this ceremonial is nuude the ocen-
sion of o family festival, amd a special
ress s prepired for the Lride, very of-
ten a facdmile of the wedding dress,
only insome delicate evening dres< tint
instend  of white.  The notary reads
alowd  the eontrs after which the
bridegroom rises, bows to the brideand
slgms his poame, afterward passing the
pen to her.  She sigus in her tuem, and
mnst then hand the pen to the mother of
the groom, who mist give it in tarn to
the mother of the bride. These little
point= of etiquette are strictly observed,
All the other relations then sizn in turn,
acoonding to nge or station. 1t is con-
sidered o great honor o abtsin some

stime out of her seven s . A friead
Y | sl with the « ate office of | kigh personnge as o w Hness 1o the «
asking fier parents, not if they will ac- [ tract. I there is a fefe griven on the oc-
] desnn for mos daw, but | casion, the corbeille or wedding presents
if it wonld be agreeable to them to eon- | of the bridezroom, and the trorssean as
sider him in that possible light.  Should well, are t‘\hillill:'l to the Huests. The
the auswer prove favorable, the r:rul]rk corbeille  comprises  shawls, 3"?“'1-"
may may desire vivw with the [gloves, luees, furs, ete,, together with a
Lyt I""‘"""' ar o ans, at which in- [ purse containing a sum of money in

wly tast ot be pres-
¢ all husiness
|l|--rt:|m e

terview the voung
ent. 1o this fisst intervie
questions, incloding the
of the dowry, and the almost equally im-
portant one of the young man's fortune,
expectations, ete., are settlod. Should all
s proliminaries be favorabiy arrang-
od, a second interviow is decided apon,
and the day and hour rigorously settled
befoarchamd.  Exactly at the specifial
time e futare hridegroom must present
himsalt, carefully bat oot too carciully
dressed - tha |u-‘ml is es=ontinl. s b=
trothed, | bt simple attive,
awsits ki ~|.||l'--um;.-|| by hwer
parents amd re - After this frst
visit Lo s entithed 10 be rooei ns
prtenla, bt must regivest ad

this privilege vither by writing «
thrwteh « uf his gear relatives.  Per-
s uoeorded, be s then fortl
first time presented to his Luly Jove as

her £ v lashennd, and may alterward
visit the howse « imate but not a
fammilinr fosting.  He most always coms
i full devss; nor can his flanecs receis
him in other than o very careful toile
A mornir ress, M taatter how fresh
or tasteful, i complitels inndmissible,
The g an st inyariably seond his
fiameve o botguet on the = that hein-
tends to eall, The engaged pair mist
never I |-rtmitl--t| to indulre in g fefe-
., ot can they eall each other by

ir first m = without using the | Y
fixew of ad Mademoiselle.
i
ity snmonneed onl
before the signing of the o

a few dayvs

tract, A course, Fromch engngemonts
are wsually very briel, such a life of con-
strair fornmlity being seroeable to

ne © prarty
These preliminnry formalities having

been serupndonsly we throngh with,
wext comes the spuestion of the weddi
or iather wel = for our Fr

conple mns=t be minrried twice over.onee
at the maywralty, in acconlance with the
law, and o marchy, to satisfy velig-
fotas serupl This latter ceremony is
I o wssentind 1o the Tegrality
he mpar biit not 1o e e

chureh i~ willeriad 2 v of irh-]i__inn
and repul 1isi of the most ulten Fypo.
Now comes an amonnt of bother which,
T4y a2y CXLIVIIN v as rogands
marringe, app e stupid
and unDeCesKaTy AS 1 poeessary pre-
liminary to the eivil marringe, the bride

and groom must arm themselves with
half a dosgen documents ench, Firss
oo the aefe e maissanee, or hirth-

wveortificate: then the o in writing
of both parents, or, if sither or Loth of
them be dead, the proofs of their (e
cense, und the consent of grandparents
or m tiane in their stead.  If you are
B years of age, and have parents =till
o, this written conseut is still inidis-
able, unless, indisd, you go through
the formality of the froés sonitialions re-
spectuenscs, which consists in * respect-
fully sunmoning ** yonr recalcitrant par-
ents three times 10 show canse why yon
should not espotse the beloved of your
heart, after which vou can do as yon
please.  But snch s procesding is looked
upon with so much disfaver by French

inclosed in o Targe amd
elvgrant b roin o hopdsomwe work-
table.  The value of this present i usu-
ally supposed to represent 1 per eont of
the young lady's dowry,—dppleton’s
lipernal.

@old, the wh
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A Conniry School,

When I was a little girl, T went to a
little school, which was kept by a very
litthe dady, ina very little b . The
litthe Jady horself Hved

in ancther littde
pont=et, Which was divided from the liithe
school-house only by s little ganden. 1
did not know then how litthe the honses,
and the garden, and my school-teacher
Wi, %5 (Caroline seemel large aml
[mwc-rﬁal to me; and a< for hor ferule, it
ooked bigier 1o me than the big trees
of California looked when 1 <aw them a
fow yoars agae, Dot when [ went back,
ngrli\"‘l wormaan, T |L|}' 'I:(l Illlu]i" Illlll
witlked past Miss Caroline’s cottage and
the little ol school-howse, 1 hardly conld
helieve my eves, every thing was sotiny;
ansd 1 eonld have |lil'l'~;ﬁ| Miss Caroline
up under my arm.

The school honse hawd been n shoe-
mwnker’s shop once, aml some of the
show-maker's farniture had  been left in
it.  There was the bench on which he
usd o st amd work s this had a little
open box at wne ondd, where he used to
koop his tools; this bench stood in the
middle of the room, in fromt of Miss
dine’s dosk, and  all the clusses sat
on it to pevite their lessons, T ol
which had the open box on it was ealled
the ** head® of the class.  Once | kept
up **ab the head.” in spelling, a whole
wiowk, and 1 HOoW s 1=l Lo h:!\'iil",..' hold
of the m‘-_'ll of the I'u\. :llul sh iliill_‘_' my
fingers back and forth on ir, that when
1 lest my place, and had 8 boy or a girl
on my beft side, 1 had hard work not 1o
keep all the time taking hold of their
arms, instead of the box.  There used
o be al=o a little drawer nmder the
beneh. at this end; but Miss Caroline
hid that taken off, after she found out
that it was there Ned SpodTond hid the
S apit=hall="" he wsed to fire ap and down
the clazses ho recited ine Oh, what
# barl boy Ned Spofford was! - But bow
we did all lke him!  Even Miss
Caroline hierself, | think, liked him het-
ter than any other scholar in all the
school: and yet he muve her twice as
much trouble as all the other scholurs
put together.  But he was 5o good-na-
tunad and affectionate that nolwdy could
holp loving him, in spite of his mischief.
He never pesisted nor strugelsd when
she hual to puni=h ki, T really think
he got feruled as often 18 onee a wes
but be used 1o hold out his hoawd the
minate she told him o, and look strajeht
into hor oyes while she struek  him.
Sametimes he wonld bite his lips, and
the tears would come into his eves, but
I never ericd, nor begged off, as the
rest of ns did.  He wasas brave a= b
was mischievous. Evenwhen be had to
sit on the dunce-ston] for twenty min-
utes  with his mouth wide open
and a picee of corneob set firm-
Iy betwoen his tecth, be never eried.
This was Miss Caroline’s worst punish-

ment. 1 think if she herself had tried it
onee, to seo how much it hurt, she never
would have had the hesrt to inflict it on
us. At first, when she wedged in the
piece of cab, you felt like Illl-l{:hi.l'lF that
any body should think such & thing as
that could he moech of a punishment;
Bt pretty soon your jaws began to ache,
and then the baek of vour neck ached,
and then the pain resched up into the
back of your head, and into vour ears,
amd it Became real torture: there was
not a single boy in =ehpol that conld
bear it without the tears streaming down
His chowks, exeept Nexd Spofford.  Miss
Caroline very rarely did it o girls; i

think no ove but Sarah Kellogg and 1
over had it. . We were the worst girlsin

sehool: we two anid Ned Spofford were
the three black sheep in Miss Caroline’s
littde k.—Saze Holm, in St Nicholas
for May.

MELEe. o
Reminiscences of a Famous Woman.

Society here is in mourning for Mme.
Ozctavin Walton Le Vert, who died on
the Lith inst,, at the house of 1 relative
near Angusta, G, She was the davgeh-
ter of Col. George Walton of Prince Ed-
wand's County, Vieginia, aml grand-
danghter of George ;‘\:n]luu. une of the
signers of the Declaration of Tindepeml-
once.  Hoer father was the seeoml Gov-
ernorof Florida, and it was al Pensaco-
1 that she begun her car as a bollea
carver that closed oaly with hor death,
for although the charms of face and fig-
ure were buried in that stoutness with
which age is apt to afflict its victims, the
better, finer charm of mind and manner
remained. She spoke every modern lun-
guage, was an incorrigable flirt in her
vonith, and connted her offers by hun-
dreds.  Spaniards, Ralians, Frenchmen,
Gurmans, Englishmen. Brazilians and—
worst of all—Americans by the score
sighed in vain at her shrine.  She would
tell them in the harsh or musical se-
cent of their individual countries that
she loved them, but not with a love like
theirs, md thi= so prettily that they
woutld leave her presence  declaring
better to be refased by her than aceept-
ed by puother.  Her foot was one of the
iest attraetions; it was  so tiny, so

that her little straw slippers
rerly songht for, aud happy he
who evuld obtain one as a yage (Canitie
from pretty Octavia, On one oceasion
a slooprof-war wins to sail from Pensa-
coly  homewanl honnd.  Every single
officer from Captain to Middie had 1aid
his heart efore her, amd every one had
bevn obliged o take Dack his profced
wrift, 8o a5 4 balm to hurt atfection they
rave hwer the most superb ball they
could devise. Of eourse she danced from
10 1ill 4, and then, as they were o sail
ut  dnvbreak, her health wils

-3

proposed s o last compliment.  The
Captain was talking cagerly to her when

his juniors came o propose the toast,
and us they reached him be thrust atiny
“atin -Iip]ln-r into his breast, which she
Bared just deawn from her pocket (Lelles
then always carried an extra pair) and
given lim, and it was from this bit of a
shoe that he deank the tonst, * The pret-
tiest, witti sweetest and  deavest vl
in  Ameriea She married, in INI6,
Drr. Henrd Le Vert, a gifted physician of
Mohile, and a son of Rochamnbeans floct
surgenn, spent her winters here during
Juckson's administration, and went te
Fangland in 1853 to visit the Dake of Ruot-
land.  ‘Thence she traveled through Eu-
rope abuld the Holy Land—s mnch more
tlil‘h-uh trip then than now—returning
to her native country after three years'
absence, only to pick up  her scepter
where she bad laid it down, Among
Lieer friends she counted  such men as
Washington Irving and Lamartine, and
it was ot the urgent entreaty of the Int-
ter she  published  her *Souvenirs of
Travel.” At the eclose of the war—
which she bitterly deplored, and Jid all
that n woman coukl do to nvert—she
found herself reduced from aflhtence to
poverty, aoud it was then she began the
remdings that have sapported her and
edueates] her younger children up to the
present time, She was (8 vears old
when she dimd, but retained to the very
L=t the manner that made the name of
Optavia Le Vert konowne and wsdinined
from Maine to ,lli'.\iru.—“'zl’»ﬁfﬂ:ﬂn‘-u
Ledter to Cincinnati Commercial,

e

Tie varions German potentates re-
cently united to present a joint souveniz
to the Emperor William  apon  his
eightieth birthiay.  The eccentric King
of Bavaria refnsed at first to participate,
and was indvesd todo so only by the
urgent remonstraness of his friend the
Grand Duke of Baden.

An Amatenr Novelist's First Attempt
at a Thrilling Story.

The following appears inthe Nafional
Teepublican, of Washington, amld is e
resented to have been written by the
affice boy, aged 14 years. Tlwe title is

ALL FOR HER.

*twas 3 sultry day in the month of the
roses (our story opens in one of the
wiestern states) as o voung Ludy was sit-
ting on o fallen tree, sketehing the Land-
skape before her.  this young lady's
mane was liliio thornton.  she Lad large
blue eyes amd largre musses of molden
hair. % I wondérwhy Harry Mills eares
&0 nch for z be really dowes not love
me, " she musel, Al ves 1o, dillie:
vou are the only woman [ wi T
for.”” the speaker wus 5 3
apparently 23 vears of 2w
furze hazel eyes and curly chestnot hnir,
& his fentures were regulur,  *do vou
really eare for me, harry,” asked tillie,
ina suppressed tone. o why, of conrse
id Iii! 17 you know i do.™ Poplied
ssthen why don’t you unke a

™

ha
preposel to me," Tanghed Billie,  ** e
entse you wonlid not except it.” ** how

do you know i would nor 2™ veplied lil-
lie, langhing londly again, = then, will

you be my wife?" asked doery, langh-
ing in his turn, *why, Harey Thorn-
ton, don’t you know that pape would
not agree to it for i thuu‘:r Lol WE
going to Tive a bachelor all life,™
replind lillie, in a sober tone, at was

Well, harry,

oty fun,”* replied harry.
Yo know Illml i am engug
cousin, James Thornton,™

ot know i, and | ask vou one
be my wife,” replied i1 rry.in o cold
tone.  *i really can not. harry,™ pre-
plied lillie, also ina cold tone,  **then
we part in anger: my curses oee mpon
your eousin,” said he, augrilv: so he
wint away, wnd lillie nover saw himany
more th

wsed, and sitting in her

b years had

drawing-room was Hllie thorut ~he
was not married, because her consin died
of heart dis . As she sat £ Mmir-

mured Bitterly.  * Oh, harey, how sor-
rv iam; i drove you away: oli, come
boek to me; i omm dyiong,”™ she eried,
throwing herself down on a sofs near
by, and, swoomng away, thi servants
all ran to ber sssistance, We s iuw
return to harry, as he turned away in
anger and wended his way towund  his
hotel, where he was Ik He
murmured as he went, 1w
place imeditially, and go to the conti-
nent ;™ so he went in and packed np his
things and crossed the oceatn. < 1 umst
try to forget her,” he mussl, bitterly.
he went to rhome and establislosl him-
self as 6 artist, & yvears passed, and he
resalved to visit his country again: so
he crossed the ooenn armin amd went to
ki< Dirth-pla as e rhode past the
HEAnor in w lillie Yived] he noti
sigrns of distarbane he okl the old
ate-keoper what was the matter. the
old man shook his head and snid, **oh,
marse harry, Miss lillie am 2oing on
about you awful.””  **is net Tillie
married 77 asked harry ina warm tone.
didint you knew that
her consin died 2** * can | see her " ask-
ed Harry again, in another wartn tone,
s“why, ves, indeed,” replisd the old
man 3 * walk vight in the dinhge-room.™
harey went in and saw lilly reclining on
h. harry,™ sl . ““this

* shie solinal, have not

3 tten me?" asked | , eoldly.
o not talk that way,'" pleaded lillie,
inasoberly tone,  ** hiave ooy to ask
you to be gy wife,™ agnin ooplicd har-
rv. o Yes, Harry, Twill,™ eried lillie.
< eomie to my arms, my darlieg™ eried
Harry, joyfully.

There was aquivt wislding in the
munor after 2 month, am! Harry and

fillie are happy after all that past.

il
Jamez Kr=sgiL LOWELL Teils o zood
Y = Iteher.  One morning
the man expiated upon the loveliness of
the moonlight of the night before, and,
just as the poet-was thinking that e had
s him an injustice in uever having
siven him eredit for refinement of soul,
the buteher added ;< The nicht was so
fine L jest couldn’t sleep, and lud to got
up and 2o to killin".>"

e e

— At Berue, Switzerlamd, thore was a
row on the recent anniversary of the
oitthreak of the Commune in France.
The police interfered, sl ook away
the med flag which had been hoisted.
The crowd resisted, and swonds were
inflicted in the struggle.




